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2006: the End of an Era for CA Dog Owners
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Act Now! January brings a new law that’s bad for all dog owners.
CHAKO.ORG

Breed Discrimination in CA
SB861 allows counties to discriminate against breeds of dogs and require all dogs of whatever breed they choose to be sterilized. There are no required exceptions for show or working dogs. 
SB 861 was authored by Senator Jackie Speier (San Francisco) and co-authored by Noreen Evans (Napa). The Governor signed SB 861 into law, and it becomes effective January 5, 2006.
Several counties have already implemented or are discussing breed discrimination, including San Francisco, Napa, Los Angeles, San Diego, Sacramento, Monterey, Gilroy, and many others. 

This law affects every dog owner in California. Many home insurance companies already refuse coverage to people with the wrong types of dogs. American Pit Bull Terriers, American Staffordshire Terriers, Rottweilers, Dobermans, German Shepherds, Boxers, Akitas, Chows, Great Danes, Dalmations, Alaskan Malamutes, and other breeds are on the blacklists of some insurance companies. 

Breed discrimination laws make insurance companies wary of covering targeted breeds, and now that SB 861 allows breed discrimination in California, there may not be any affordable, viable insurance options for California dog owners who own dogs of certain breeds (whether purebred or mixed).  In fact, even dogs that aren’t of an excluded breed but look like they could be 
will cause problems for their owners.
Insurance breed discrimination is real, and there are no exceptions for show or service dogs. Ed Nelson in Sacramento had his insurance cancelled because he owns a German Shepherd service dog.

Senator Soto wants to go further than SB 861 allows and prohibit owners of certain pure or mixed breed dogs from walking their dogs on public sidewalks. 

Gilroy Councilman Charlie Morales wants to implement tough breed laws. “The action I would like to see ... pit bulls should not be in public places, leashed or unleashed. I'd like to see no pit bulls in public right of ways - even sidewalks.” 

California dog owners, please act NOW or risk losing your right to keep the dog of your choice. Say goodbye to show and working dogs, breed after breed, if these politicians get their way.

Join CHAKO and support the fight against Breed Specific Legislation. We need 2000 volunteers to thwart this law, so please visit our website today to volunteer OR to become a member.
SB 861 affects all dog owners. It is not just a Pit Bull or Rottweiler bill. It’s a law that affects all breeds of dogs, pure and mixed! It could also mean the end of show dogs of certain breeds in California.
If you care about being able to keep the breed of your choice, ACT NOW.

